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Reducing the economic, environmental and
social costs of climate variability in the West
From its inception in 1914
Extension has successfully translated science and research into information and action strategies for
farmers, ranchers, foresters, com-
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combat invasive pests such as the
Boll weevil infestations early in the
last century to confronting major

Relevance
The USDA has identified the increasing risks such as wildfires, invasive pests, devastating
floods and crippling droughts that result from climate variation. All of these risk factors are
pervasive in the West. From dependence on limited water resources in the Southwest and the
Great Basin, to vulnerabilities to wildfires and flooding in Alaska, the West is particularly sensitive to climate variability.

Extension’s Response
Extension plays an important role in program delivery, partnership development, risk and vulnerability assessments, interpretation of forecasts and information for adaptation planning, and
outreach and engagement to farmers, ranchers, forest landowners, and communities impacted
by climate variability. Extension is at the forefront of risk management education focused on
wildfires and floods. Extension coordinates local, state and federal action to minimize risks to
life and property through programs such as Living with Fire and Living with Floods.

droughts such as the Dust Bowl in
the 1930’s and the major droughts
of the 1950’s and 1980’s Extension
has been the key to sustaining agriculture, communities and economies in times of hardship and
change.
Today, Extension programs focus on bringing climate
science research and applications to
the people of the West. Cooperative
Extension professionals work to
develop and coordinate outreach
and engagement activities and applied research between the climate
research organizations and individu-
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als and communities confronting the
impacts of climate variability.
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The Bottom Line
For every 100 jobs in
agriculture, including the
food industry, there are 94
additional jobs created

